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Performers

Today’s performance is presented by students of MUS/DANC 211 Tango: Argen-
tina’s Art Form, and guests

Sarah Arnold, piano 			   Julián Graciano, guitar*
Charles Ascone, contrabass		  Chloe Nelson, violin
Abby Balson, alto saxophone		  Eli Parish, clarinet
Damián Bolotin, violin*			   Madeleine Szabo, dancer
Christian Chae, viola			   Bárbara Varassi Pega, piano*
Joey Chen, trumpet			   Ignacio Varchausky, contrabass*
Monica Duan, dancer			   Catalina Varela, voice
Nicolás Enrich, bandoneón*		  Anahí Viladrich, poet*
Kaley Frye, dancer

Kristin Wendland, piano and MUS/DANC 211 instructor and coach

*Guest tango scholar/artist and collaborator in the Tango in the Humanities 
Conference.
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Program 

The Tango’s Full Circle 					     Anahí Viladrich 

Por una cabeza 		  Carlos Gardel (1890–1935)/
Alfredo le Pera (1900–1935)

Sarah Arnold, Charles Ascone, Abby Balson, Christian Chae, 
Joey Chen, Chloe Nelson, Eli Parrish

Malena 				    Lucio Demare (1906–1974) 
Homero Manzi (1907–1951)

Sarah Arnold, Charles Ascone, Christian Chae, 
Chloe Nelson, Catalina Varela

El choclo 				   Ángel Villoldo (1861–1919) 
rec. Carlos Di Sarli (1903–1960)

Tango to Evora 				    Loreena McKennitt (b. 1957) 
rec. Conjunto Berretin

Monica Duan, Kayle Frye, and Madeleine Szabo

Río sena 							       Astor Piazzolla 
(1921–1992)

Charles Ascone, Damián Bolotin, Christian Chae, Chloe Nelson 

Toda mi vida	 				    Aníbal Troilo 
(1914–1975)

Nicolás Enrich, Julián Graciano, Bárbara Varassi Pega, Ignacio Varchausky

Payadora 	 					     Julián Plaza 
(1928–2003)

Charles Ascone, Abby Balson, Christian Chae, Joey Chen, 
Julián Graciano, Chloe Nelson, Eli Parrish, Kristin Wendland

Sur							       Troilo/Manzi 
Eli Parrish, Catalina Varela, Kristin Wendland 

Danzarín								       Plaza
Charles Ascone, Abby Balson, Christian Chae, Joey Chen, 

Chloe Nelson, Eli Parrish, Kristin Wendland

La cumparsita 					     Hernán Matos Rodríguez 
(1897–1948)

Charles Ascone, Abby Balson, Christian Chae, Joey Chen, 
Chloe Nelson, Eli Parrish, Kristin Wendland
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Notes on the Performers

Sarah Arnold is a senior at Emory majoring in music and psychology. She is from 
Roswell, Georgia and enjoys doing hot yoga and spending time outdoors.

Charles Ascone  is a  junior  at Emory majoring in computer science and 
music. He is from Manalapan, New Jersey and enjoys discovering new music.

Abby Balson is a junior at Emory majoring in Music (vocal performance) and 
Human Health. She is from Dallas, TX and enjoys directing the Emory Pep Band 
and playing saxophone, guitar, and piano in her free time. 

Damián Bolotin is a composer and award-winning violinist. With over 30 years 
of experience as a session musician and 200 album credits, he has collaborated 
with such artists as Mercedes Sosa, Horacio Salgán, and Arturo Sandoval (Latin 
Grammy recipient), and on the international platform Musiversal Studios since 
2021. He has played as soloist with numerous orchestras in Latin America and 
abroad and participated in national and international music festivals. As an 
educator, he has conducted masterclass on the “child-youth orchestra system 
of Argentina,” and in the US at Emory University, Auburn University, and the 
University of Missouri - St. Louis. He has received three Creator Grants from the 
National Arts Fund (Argentina) for his own compositions in 2017, 2021 and 2022. 

Christian Chae is a senior at Emory studying business and music. He is a Los 
Angeles native who enjoys playing pickleball in his free time.

Joey  Chen is a junior at Emory majoring in mathematics and music (performance). 
He is from Beijing and enjoys various genres of music. Fun fact: he went on a solo 
road trip from Atlanta to Toronto, Los Angeles, and back to Atlanta.

Monica Duan is a senior at Emory majoring in chemistry. She is from Wellesley, 
Massachusetts, and serves as the competition team coordinator for the Emory 
Ballroom Dance Club. When not dancing, she conducts research on traditional 
plant medicines. 

Nicolás Enrich is an Argentine bandoneonist and composer who has played with 
most of the best musicians and singers in the Buenos Aires tango scene, and since 
2014 he has been a member of the Orquesta Nacional de Música Argentina “Juan 
de Dios Filiberto.’’ He has maintained an intense international solo career playing 
with orchestras in China, Paraguay, and Italy, and with tango groups such as 
Emiliano Greco and Lautaro Greco Septet in Japan, Quinteto Astor Piazzolla in the 
United States and Colombia, and the Juan Pablo Navarro Septet in France, Holland, 
Germany, and Belgium. As an educator, he has given tango seminars in Hong 
Kong with the Maestro Diego Lerendegui. Most recently, the Orquesta Nacional 
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de Música Argentina “Juan de Dios Filiberto” premiered his Double Concerto for 
Bandoneón and Violin in 2022 and his cello concerto 12 Ciudades in 2024, and his 
first string quartet El Claustro was released earlier this year on digital platforms. 

Kaley Frye is a junior at Emory majoring in psychology and linguistics. She is 
from Winter Park, Florida, and is currently serving as the Emory Ballroom Dance 
Club social media manager and co-vice President of Emory Concert Choir. 

Julián Graciano is a tango guitarist, composer, and arranger in Buenos Aires. 
Raised in a family of tango musicians, he has systematically developed a 
pedagogical method for teaching tango based on his jazz studies. He is the author 
of Roberto Grela “La guitarra del tango” (2024), Método de guitarra tango/Tango Guitar 
Method (2016), and El libro Real del Tango (The Real Tango Book) Vol. 1–6 (2020). He 
also maintains an instructional YouTube channel for tango guitar called “Tango 
Licks.”

Chloe Nelson  is a  senior  at Emory majoring in  chemistry  and  music 
(performance).  She is from  Orange County, California  and enjoys  trying new 
restaurants and cafes.

Eli Parrish is a master’s in management student at Emory focusing on orchestral 
management. He  is from Bremen, Georgia  and enjoys international travel for 
composition festivals or conducting working every summer.

Madeleine Szabo, originally from Roswell, Georgia, is a junior at Emory studying 
neuroscience and anthropology.  She  dances competitively with the Emory 
Ballroom Dance Club, of which she serves as vice president.

Bárbara  Varassi  Pega  is  a faculty member  at  Fontys University of Fine and 
Performing Arts, Tilburg, and Codarts University of the Arts, Rotterdam, where she 
also coordinates the Tango Department within the World Music Department. An 
Argentine pianist, arranger, composer, researcher, and educator specializing  in 
tango music,  she has toured the world as the pianist of the  Quinteto  Astor 
Piazzolla among other ensembles. She is the author of  The Art of Tango  (2021) 
and currently works on interdisciplinary art projects, including fine arts, cinema, 
animation, and literature.

Ignacio Varchausky is a musician, producer, researcher, and educator who has 
worked in tango for over twenty-five years. He is the creator and artistic director 
of the Orquesta Escuela de Tango Emilio Balcarce; the founder of Orquesta 
El Arranque and the nonprofit organization TangoVia; and the author of the 
performance-practice books The Bass in Tango (2016) and The Art of Tango (2021). His 
YouTube seminar, “Los Estilos Fundamentales del Tango,” and personal website 
www.ignaciovarchausky.com are followed on social media by tango musicians, 
dancers, and aficionados from all over the world.
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Catalina Varela is a senior at Emory majoring in neuroscience and behavioral 
biology. Her family is from Columbia, and she is from Albany, NY. She loves 
reading, dancing salsa, and gliding.

Anahí Viladrich is Professor of Sociology and Anthropology at Queens College 
and the Graduate Center School of Public Health and Health Policy of the City 
University of New York (CUNY). Originally from Argentina, Viladrich is a feminist 
and immigrant advocate. She is the author of more than sixty peer-reviewed 
publications, and two award-winning books, including More than Two to Tango: 
Argentine Tango Immigrants in New York City (2012).

Kristin Wendland is the NEH Project Director of the Tango in Humanities 
Conference and Professor of Teaching in the Department of Music at Emory 
University. With her tango research partner Kacey Link, she has co-edited The 
Cambridge Companion to Tango (2024) and co-authored and published Tracing 
Tangueros: Argentine Tango Instrumental Music (2016), and articles for Chamber Music 
Magazine (2018), Naxos Musicology (2020), and the Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
(2021). Her book The Power of Practice: How music and yoga transformed the life and 
work of Yehudi Menuhin (2024) examines the connections between music and yoga. 
She is most recently the co-editor with Link of the new SUNY Press series, “Music 
as a Healing Art.”
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